INTRODUCTION
During routine passage of trypanosome strains, by intraperitoneal inoculation of mice with infected blood with a Pasteur pipette, the latter frequently filled with fluid under pressure when the teat was released. This proved to be urine, coming from a grossly distended bladder which had been accidentally pene¬ trated by the pipette. The animals used were male Schneider mice approxi¬ mately 1 year old taken from the breeding stock of this Institute a day or two before use. The fur of some with enlarged bladders was moist all over, as if with sweat, and the area around the genitalia was usually stained yellow with leaking urine.
This report summarizes some investigations made into the cause of this abnormality, which was reminiscent of a phenomenon previously encountered in adult male cotton rats that had been infected intraperitoneally with Toxoplasma gondii (Armstrong & Fulton, 1959 Fulton & Turk (1959) .
Since the condition was observed originally in animals removed from a breeding stock, the following additional experiment was performed: fifteen adult male Schneider mice were obtained from the same breeding stock, of which nine had palpably enlarged bladders when received. After 3 weeks the bladders of all but one appeared to be of normal size: ten mice (including seven of those with previously palpable bladders) were then put again with females, and the remaining five were kept in isolation. The effects of these conditions on the size of the bladder, and fertility of the first group, was noted during the next 6 weeks.
RESULTS
The results of inspection and palpation of the ninety-eight male Schneider mice taken from breeding stock are shown in Table 1 . It will be seen that about Fig. 3) ; histological examina¬ tion showed this to be composed of sloughed epithelium, and so to be quite different from the glandular secretory products found in the males although possibly of similar aetiology. J. D. Fulton and J. A. Armstrong Spontaneous urethral obstruction of the kind now reported, has not to our knowledge been described previously. Although the condition does not prove lethal, it appears to be quite common and is obviously distressing for the animals; it could also limit the usefulness of otherwise healthy stock in biological work.
